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Student Book Club Quotes

“A connection was that in real life people
love other people but the ones that are
getting loved don't notice until they say.
So basically if you try to make a move
and always try.” -Allen Presinal Anciani

“I don’t think the American Dream
is possible because people don’t
get treated with respect or equally. I think it (American Dream)
would make more sense if people
are equal.” -Amaya Martinez

“I connected with it a lot…. It
makes me want to work harder,
keep trying, and not give up”
-Jathyn Fletcher on how the resilience of the main character in
“Sometimes A Dream Needs A
Push” reminds him to work hard
and believe in himself.

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
Climate Change Club
(Wednesday)

Over the past few months,
Tenacity has started a Climate Change Club (CCC),
which was the brainchild of
Fatoumata Balde. Many of
the students had expressed
an interest in learning about the consequences
of climate change and how they can help combat it, after learning about it in Tenacity literacy
class. So far at the meetings we have discussed
numerous topics relative to climate change,
such as fossil fuels and the greenhouse effect,
environmental racism and injustice caused by
climate change, and ideas as simple as how to
properly recycle. All the students who have attended the meetings have shown incredible
passion for the fight against climate change.
The meetings have been inspiring and have
made the students and teachers alike take another look at what we can do individually and as
a community to stop climate change. The students are becoming true climate activists!

Art Club (Thursday)

Every Thursday at 3:00 we have
art club. Students get a chance
to explore their creative sides.
The students run the show.
They tell Ms. DeLucia what they
are interested in learning about,
and she creates a mini lesson
around those topics. They have
used follow-along videos to learn how to draw
eyes, played Pictionary using scrible.io, used a
wheel of names to choose what to draw, and
just simply produced other creative artwork.
Students have also shared their different talents
either using screen share or showing it off on
the camera. Students have the freedom to draw
what they want using the many different websites such as jamboard, pixel art and many others.
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To see our content on lifeskills, art, and history,
follow us on Instagram @Tenacity_DMC.
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“Happy, the Cat”- Pixel Art by Kevin Nguyen

Artwork by Jessica Tran

Raffle Rockstars!
Thank you to the students
who participate daily in
class! Below are our raffle
rockstars!

Tennis and Fitness

During Women’s History month at the McCormack, students and staff spent time getting to know some of the up-and-coming women’s tennis players currently representing
the United States. We discussed players like Coco Guaff, Jessica Pegula, Jennifer
Brady, and Sofia Kenin who are all under the age of thirty and ranked in the top 50 in
the world.

Additionally, we have emailed a Summer Tennis
Reading Program (STRP) internship application to
our 8th grade students and families. If eighth graders are interested in working with us and earning
some great experience, please fill out the application and email it to malcolmneville@tenacity.org
by April 16th, 2021.

Literacy

In March, our students broke off into small groups to begin Book Clubs! Each
Club is led by one of the Fellows, and focused on a different collection of short
stories written by a diverse ensemble of authors. Students read daily, discussed
their stories, learned about literary devices, and shared personal connections to
each story. Towards the end, students created and shared amazing final
presentations about their stories.

KATELYN HUYNH
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Raffle Rockstars!
Thank you to the students
who participate daily in
class! Below are our raffle
rockstars!

cludes our long-standing Girls Got Game and Boys’ Group, which is now called Gentlemen's Game. Recently we allowed for the students to pick the name of the group as to
make it their own and further create a safe space for them. We've continued to have
great discussions on mental health and how that impacts students in middle school.
The affinity group gives them a space to share and talk about issues that they are all
facing.
To create a space for our LGBTQ+ aligning students and allies to
the community we have now added a third affinity group, We’ve
Got Game! This group discusses the same topics as our male
and female identifying student groups, but provides an additional
space for those that align themselves with the LGBTQ+ community. We’ve had some great conversations centering around mental
health and self care/stress management.

JEISSY GARCIA
MORALES

Family Engagement
Hello families and happy spring!
Family visits are still going on. Please feel free to reach out if you have not already had
one. We will also begin conducting second round family visits this week.

On February 25th, Tenacity held its annual Family Engagement workshop where
families at our four sites gave us valuable
Sometimes, students were even able to see themselves in the characters of
feedback to enhance the work that we do.
their stories! Allen Presinal Anciani noticed that he and a character named
Thank you to Carlos’ and Fatoumata’s
Victor both “are in middle school in 7th grade, the same gender, and shy when families for attending to all the families
we meet new people.” Candy Berganza-Morales loved one story so much, she who filled out our only survey. We can’t
rated it 10 stars out of the max possible of 5! We saw amazing original short
do our best work without your input, so
stories by our own Tenacity authors including “A Normal Day at the Library” by we appreciate that very much.

Lia Heyaime and “A Fascinating Tale” by Jahkii Gibbs. With Module 2 just beginning, Fellows are excited to begin our clubs again with our wonderful students! Alanys Rosa Torres is already seeing herself in a character to her story,
who owns the pet snake that she really wants
herself. Let’s keep up the amazing work!

RANDEL DIAZ

It’s been a great two months for Field trips! We traveled the world in search of Carmen
Sandiego on Google Earth with Module 2, and Ms. LaDuca brought back an old favorite
with the MadLibs field-trip. Shawn Miller, Chantelle Rivera, and Nam (Tony) Nguyen
had fun creating wacky stories together. Thanks to Mr. McNary, we got to hang out with
some of the kids and staff from the Umana site and play some Roblox. Mr. Botta took
us to Mars where Kevin Nguyen told us about watching the landing live! Last but not
least, we’ve gotten back to holding in-person tennis field trips! We had our new superstars Jessica Tran, Fatoumata Balde and Nam (Tony) Nguyen joining us on the
court along with seasoned pros India Pickett and Billy Nguyen.

During March, students and staff have also engaged in discussions about double
standards and sexism in tennis, focusing in on grunting in tennis and how the hindrance rule could arguably be used to police women on the court. As a group we all
worked together to learn about the American Tennis Association (ATA), the oldest African American owned sports organization in the country, and how it works to promote
Our initiatives to create safe spaces through Affinity Groups are continuing, which intennis within communities of color.
Lastly, we have done a deep dive into some of the real greats on the court such as:
Serena Williams, Margaret Court, Roger Federer, and Rafael Nadal in order to debate
who the greatest tennis player of all time is. We also debated topics including what
makes a tennis player great, giving students opportunity to utilize their creativity and put on their
lawyer hats and respectfully articulate their ideas
to each other in a team style approach.

SEAN BAEZ TAVARES

Field-Trips and Affinity Groups

CHANTELLE RIVERA

Be on the lookout for high school acceptance letters that will be coming out in
the upcoming weeks! The McCormack
and Tenacity will keep you updated as
information flows in.
Lastly, the 8th grade retreat is coming up
fast over April break. This year it will be a
2-day virtual event held on April 22nd and
23rd. This is a great opportunity for our
8th graders to meet 8th graders from the
three other sites and to begin thinking
about themselves as incoming high
schoolers and the Tenacity College Prep
Class of 2025. The retreat will include
prizes, a scavenger hunt, team builders,
and a student panel.
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